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Deliberation to Publicity

Grass—root Deliberative Democracy and the Rebuilding of Publicity

XIAO Lin

( Institute of Sociology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732  China)

Abstract: The Chinese society has moved from the traditional stage into the modern stage during which the funda—
mental proposition of rebuilding publicity has been running for the entire process. The insufficient supply of publicity is the
deepevel plight of social governance in contemporary China. The development of grassroots democracy is an important way
to cultivate publicity which serves as the goal and “touchstone” of deliberative democracy. Deliberation to “publicity ”
constitutes the unity of the two. Publicity is embodied on three different levels: individual social and national. Grassroots
deliberation can be divided into four different types according to whether they involve decision-making and decision-making
power. They are also different in their roles of promoting the growth of publicity on different levels. The determination of
main body of the grassroots deliberation the choice of motions and the designing of procedures contain the development of
the carrier of publicity and the construction paths. The new publicity protects both individual rights and freedom vyet it also
transcends personal preferences and interests to point to public rationality and public interests. The rebuilding of publicity
on the one hand requires the power of the state to better realize the public interests; on the other it requires citizens to
move from the private sector to the public sector.

Key Words: deliberative democracy; grassroots deliberation; publicity; rebuilding
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