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Policy Study on the Construction of Age-Friendly Communities in China

WANG De-wen, REN Jie
(School of Public Affairs. Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract: Our society confronts a great challenge of ageing population. In China, the current community con-
struction pays more emphasis on physical environment than on social environment. It can hardly meet the elderly de-
mands either in width or in depth. Meanwhile, due to the overwhelming government administration, the construc-
tion lacks the participation of social force at the grass-roots level. There do not exist golden standards in the con-
struction of age-friendly communities from the practices in UK., US and Canada. However, each of them stresses
the cultivation of community autonomy ability encouraging residents especially the elderly to participate in public af-
fairs. Meanwhile, three institutional arrangements, i. e. Social Security Pension, Medical Insurance and Elderly
Care Insurance System well cooperate with age-friendly city/community construction. These policies provide not on-
ly the policy environment and the sustainable economic security, but also the necessary physical environment and the
humanities concern. In China, community construction should strengthen top-level policy design, complete the sys-
tem of social security and develop the bottom-up policy-making path. Furthermore, the mechanism of the multi-a-
gent cooperation needs to be explored.

Key Words: ageing population, age-friendly communities, construction path for elderly community home



