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An Analysis on the Hypothesis of “ Two Classes and One Stratum”
Lu Xueyi

Abstract: In recent years circles of social science have had a heated discussion on the structure of

classes and strata in contemporary Chinese society, there being various opinions such as new stratum, new

structure and new group, etc. However, generally speaking, it is claimed that the structure of social classes

and strata from 1956 to 1978 were “Two Classes and One Stratum” . Some think the hypothesis was bor-

rowed from the Soviet Union, while some claim it does not conform to reality. After reviewing related litera-

ture, the author realizes that the hypothesis of “Two Classes and One Stratum’ is indeed unrealistic and

should be thoroughly corrected.
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